
SAC PTG Zoom Meeting Minutes 
January 20, 2021 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 12:51pm.  PTG Officers Hilary Kozel, Lianna Sher 
and Kate Sheffield were in attendance.  Principal Jeremy Ochse and Assistant 
Principal Tracey Leyde were also present. 
 
Principal Ochse discussed Sacajawea’s hybrid reopening model, tentatively set to 
begin March 1, 2021, based on the work and research by the Spokane Public Schools 
Reopening Task Force.  He emphasized grace and patience as there is still much to 
work out in the plan to get SAC Students back to school.  What classrooms will look 
like, how kids will socially distance in the hallways and eat lunch are under review 
on the state and district level.  Extra curricular activities (sports, music, clubs, etc.) 
are also still being determined. 
 
A tentative hybrid A/B Group model schedule, with a mix of 7th and 8th graders in 
each group (based on student home address):   
 A Group:  in-person school Mondays and Wednesdays and every other Friday 
 B Group:  in-person school Tuesday and Thursday and alternative Fridays  
 
 9:00 – 2:55  In-person learning   
 2:55 – 3:30  Teachers available for virtual support and collaboration  
  
During the days students are at home doing remote-learning, there will be assigned 
work but no online classes.   Students at home will still have afternoon access to 
their teachers for virtual support. 
 
COVID rapid testing will be on-site at Sacajawea for students, teachers and staff, and 
the vaccines for teachers and staff will begin during Phase 2, hopefully available on-
site as well. 
               
Teachers will continue to use grace in grading for this first semester; Mr. Ochse said 
the failure rate for students has gone down 5% from in-person schooling in the past.  
Kids and families are working so hard.  
 
Assistant Principal Tracey Leyde discussed registration for the 2021-2022 school 
year.   
 
For 7th Graders moving to 8th grade, SAC counselors will work on registration with 
them in Social Studies Team classes on Jan. 28.  Practice registration forms will be 
available beforehand on sacthunderbirds.com -> students -> enroll.   
 
Since remote at-home learning won’t allow students to turn in paper registration 
forms, students will log onto PowerSchool to register.  Kids in accelerated 7th grade 



courses will automatically move up into accelerated 8th grade courses.  Any changes 
to those classes or for registration issues in general, contact the SAC counselor’s 
office.    
 
Registration for 6th Grade students coming to SAC next year will begin in February.  
SAC administrators are currently working with elementary schools to create a 
registration form through a Microsoft Teams-type format.  Adjustments have to be 
made due to our remote learning circumstances. 
 
For next year’s SAC students wanting to include an additional elective to their 
course load, a “zero hour” physical fitness class will be available in the morning. 
 
For 8th graders moving on to LC or Ferris High, registration is still being worked out 
since both high schools are so large.  Registration will occur either in 8th Grade 
Social Studies or during a special afternoon registration webinar towards the middle 
or end of February.  An email should arrive for parents prior to registration 
informing them once details are confirmed. 
 
Hilary Kozel discussed the upcoming Spokane Public Schools Replacement Levy.  
Ballots are arriving in mailboxes now and are due February 9.  She provided 
websites as a reference for information:  spokaneschools.org/levy, 
spokaneschools.org/levyfaqs and yesforspokaneschools.com.  There is some 
inaccurate information floating around the city so these websites provide facts and 
ways to help with the levy.  Please also contact Hilary if you’re interested in 
leafleting this upcoming Saturday, Jan 23.  It will be in the morning around the Sac 
neighborhoods and last 2-3 hours. 
 
PTG Officer positions for President, Treasurer and Secretary are available next year, 
please let Hilary know at hlheimsch@hotmail.com if you are interested.  It is easy 
and fun and current officers will help with the transition next year.   
    
Kate Sheffield said there was not much change to the December financials and will 
present them along with January financials at next month’s meeting  (major 
windstorm in Spokane wrecked havoc on her computer!). 
 
Kate also spoke on behalf of Amy Roth, SAC PTG Volunteer Coordinator, who was 
unable to attend the meeting.  Amy will provide a wrap-up of the SAC GIVES charity 
from December.  A huge thank you to all who donated to SAC GIVES, it was another 
great year! 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:47pm. 
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